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THE DEVIL AND DR. FAUSTUS.

Before drflm nd oprra bad rcmlernd the
MIc at largfl familiar with the love of Faust

and Margaret before even Goethe's grand poem
had Axed in the memory of reading people the
associated Images of the philosophizinc; seducer

d the mot kin fiend all the world had heard
f the Tevil and Dr. Faustus. But at that time,

yerbaps, not one person in a thouand could
fcave told whence he had gained any acquaint-
ance he might possess with these personage, or
where even any book upon the subject could be
fonnd; for most libraries mlpht be searched in
wain for Anvtritnir rf iVia vtml V A k...l,J,.n

widespread, however superficial, betokens
that there must have been at one time some
easily accessible common source whence the
general information wa9 derived.

And this was, Indeed, the case. There was a
period when the FaiiHt legends were to the
people of the North what the stories of th
"Arabian Nights" were to the Orientals and,
perhaps, more; for the former not only fur-nich-

amusement and gratified the love of tbe
marvellous, but appealed likewise to deeper
feelings Fifty years ago, before books for the
million were scattered broadcast by n cheap
press, some such place may have been occupied
in "the cottage homes of England" by Banyan's
great work; indeed, tbe history ol Dr. Faustus
might be not inaptly described as the mediaeval
'Pilgrim's Progress." As compared with Buu-yan- 's

book, however, the fact of tbe hero being
a real instead of an allegorical personage, or at
least the embodiment of general beliefs rather
than the creation of an individual mlud, gave
ttie story of Faustus a wider range of interest;
since few could be indifferent to professedly
nvcurate information on a subject about which
every one bud already heard somethio?.

Again, the reversed plan of the narrative,
delineating a retrograde movement from Goditi-tea- d

of an onward course In holiness, awakened
a more universal sympathy. The introduction,
too, of a proportion oi the comic element,
mingled with its graver matter, gained ready
aeceptai.ee for it, where a story wholly serious
might have moved but slowly. It is related,
indeed, that at oue time tbe whole library of
the little islands in our Northern sea consisted

f a single book the said volume being the
"History of the Devil and Dr. Faustus." When,
as a consequence of circulating continually from
cue reading household to another, it at last tell
to pieces, it was resolved, at a general meeting
ef the inhabitants, that one of ttieir number
should be despatched to the mainland, to pro-Tid- e

a new supply of reading tor the cotuam-jiit- y.

The question next arose What work
should be seleeted? After a long discussion on
the merits of the various hooks ihey had ever
seen or heard of, tbe good people at lat
decided that they would send for another J)r.
faustus! This anecdote may possibly be
apocryphal, but at any rate it 'is no incorrect
illustration of the popular favor which, tor a

cry long period, attended this remarkable
work.

It was undoubtedly when they had assumed
tlie iorm t,f a book that the Faust legends
attained their greatest celebrity; b-.- before
printing had even been invented they were
already widely known, the exact time and form

f their origin being lost in the obscurity of
remote ages. The growth of the story may, how-
ever, in some measure be traced. The principal
characters, as every one knows, stand in the
relation of vendor and purchaser, the soul of
the mortal being the object of tratlic; and the
foundation of the story may, therefore, fairly be
eougni in ine earnest account, or me sale ot a
eom 10 tne powers ot darkness. The hrst story
vi me iuu upon recoru is 10 oe mat oi
the Greek priest Tbeophilus, legends of whose
apostasy and reconversion, says Mr. Dasent (in
the preface to his polyglot version ot the tradi-
tion), once rang throughout Christendom from
Ppain to Iceland. It appears that in the time
ttt tbe Emperor Justinian, about A. I). 638,
this Theophilus was Vice Dominus, a rank next
to that of Bishop, in Ada, a city ot Cilicia.
Having, as the story says, declined a presenta-
tion to the vacant bishopric, he uaturally left
mrprised and aggrieved when the Prelate who
accepted tbe appointment sought to depose him
from bis subordinate position, Hurt and angry,
he applied for aid or advice to a Jew necroman-
cer, who appointed him to come the next nieht
to a place near the city, where he need not fear
anything that he should see, but most carefully
abstain from making tbe sien ot the cross, on
Teaching the spot he found it illuminated with
numerous lights and crowded with figures in
white garments. surrouLding one who seemed
to be tbeir prince, to whom the Jew introduced
him. This personage, who was no other than
fcatan himself, promised that if he would be hi
servant, he would render him any assistance he
needed; but he must first renounce Christ, and
his mother Mary, signing a document to that
effect with his own blood: whereupon Theophi-- )
us kissed his feet, and complied with all the

required conditions. The next day he was
received with much honor and favor by the
new bishop. But the compact he hud made
weighed heavily on his conscience, and, soon
repenting his rash and sinful eneaeenient,
he repaired to a church dedicated to the Vir-
gin, and there remained fasting and praying for
lorty days. At length Mary appeared to him
twice, promising to help him. Anxious loran assurauce of his sin being cancelled, he
then begged her to recover for him the deed
he had signed, when, arter three more days of
prayer and abstinence, she came to him once
more, and, while he was asleep, laid thejjbond
upon his breast. On the next Sunday he went
to church, and told the whole story to the
bishop, who bade him throw the deed into a
t m tifrva all r.n,..:r.:.t; , i , :

which his face was seen to shine like the sun.
For yet another three days he lay prostrate,
absorbed in thanksgiving, upon ttie spot
where the Virgin had appeared to him; and
then, probably worn out by these excessive' vigils, died in all holiness and peace.

. First narrated in Greek by Eutychus, the dis- -

ciple of Theophilus, who declared that he had
heard the account from his master's own lips,
this tale was translated into Latlu, aud then
into French, Auelo-Saxo- Icelandic, etc.,
upreaaing over nearly the whole of Europe, and

'thus familiarized the popular mind with the
idea of a human being entering Into treaty with
the Evil Spirit. The same idea was thenceforth
reproduced In many other stones told of various
personages, and in diflereut countries, the dis-
play of any extraordinary knowledge or of ex-
traordinary luxury being commonly traced to
eome source of this kind, until at length it was
embodied in the "History of Dr. Faustus."

That the story, or collection of stories, bear-
ing this title, had been known long before they
were committed to pilot, or even, perhaps, to
writing, is sufliciently manifest from tbe prelace
to the very earliest version, wherein the pub-
lisher Bets forth his having often woudered
"that no one arranged the narrative iu order,
and had it printed and spread abroad as a warn-
ing to all people; but after making many in-
quiries he could not hear that it had been un-
dertaken, until tbe MS. of the present work had
been recently sent to him by "a certain good
friend, named Von tfpcler," with the desire that
he would give it to the world. This original
version, printed and published by Johaun Spies,
at Franklort, In 1587, was destined eventually
to be so entirely superseded by later and dirier-in- g

o.ies, that in afier years lis very existence
was lorn? disputed, until, Id 1840, a copy was d

by Ilerr Scbeible in tbe State Library
f Dim; another copy is now known to be still

preserved.
That the intention of this volume was to

satisfy curiosity or amuse the Idle, was an idea
utterly repudiated by those who gave it to tne
world: and its introduction accordingly sets
forth that, some sins being worse than other,
corcerv and magic are Incontrovertibly the
worst of all sins, and that the grand aim, there- -

few, of the etory w to warn the world from tSw

dire iniquity. It is very ludiciously ndded that
li st any p rvcric-mlnde'- d individual should niter
all be tempted to imitate, instead of avoiding,
the wickedness of the hero, all forms of conjura-
tion, etc., have been carelully omitted, and only
such matter recorded as mleht furnish instruct
tion and warning. Tuns solemnly introduced,
the narrative begins by inform inir us that
Johann Kausl was horn at Bod, near Weimar, of

g peftKftnt parents, and adopted e.irly
by a rich childless uncle at Wittenberg, who
sent him to school, and then to the university
to study theology. Hoon wearjlne ot this, he
devoted hnnelr, instead, to medicine and
science; and though he took to bad company,
and tell into sin, vet, possessing a good capa-
city, he eventually pa.-se- d a very creditable
examination, gaining his degree as doctor.
He now gave his nichts and days to
the study of curious signs and characters,
and to the acqul-itio- n of the Greek, Per-
sian, Arabic, and Clialdeo lmguaircs; bo
that, besides the reputation he gained as
a physician by healing many patients, bo also
became known as a famous astrologer. We are
next told rather abruptly, that, having taken
to the practice ol black made (that with which
he begun having probably been only such as
was termed white in the nomenclature of the
period), ho went one evening to a spot in
a neighboring wood where four roads met. and
drawing three concentric circles, stood within
them invoking the Evil Spirit. A terrible
tempest began; then sweet music was heard;
anon strange shnpes flitted him; and as
be uttered spells of greater and creator power,
at last the Devil appeared as a tiery man. Soon,
however, he assumed the more approachable
form of a grey friar a guise which seems to
indicate a Protestant otigin lor at least this ver-
sion of tbe story. Fatigued with excitement,
Faust avails himself no further of this inter-
view than to extract from the - spirit a
promise to visit him next morning at his own
house, whither accoidinuly he comes; and the
doctor then demands that he shall obey him in
all things, nnd answer truly whatever questions
he nay at any time propound. The spirit replies
that he cannot make any mich contract without
first asking permission, being himself only a
subordinate demon owing allegiance to Lucifer;
but on his reappearance in the evening he avows
his readiness to asree to the doctor's terms, aud
to bo always near him, though invisible to
every other eye, on condition that the latter, in
return, will sign w ith his own blood a document
promising not only to be entirely his at death,
but tlwt during his life he will renounce God
and all things holy, and be an enemy to the
Christian faith. Faust conseuts, thinking that,
as he has certainly found the Devil not to be so
black as he is painted, it is probable that hell
may not bo so hot as it has been described; and
accordingly the next day the spirit comes agaiu
to witness the signature.

The doctor pierces n vein in his hand; when,
as a last appeal from Heaven, the blood miraou-culous- ly

tonus itself into the words, "O homo,
luge I" Undeterred eveu by this portent, he
signs the fatal deed, here given at length, as
found in his house after his death, and which
duly sets lorth that, desiring deeper knowledge
than he could learn from other men, or acquire
by the faculties with which God had endowed
him, he had entered into this contract, consent-
ing that, it the Devil will only teach huu all he
desires to know during a period of twenty-fou- r

years, he will, at iia expiration, resign himself
to him lor all eternity.

The infernal visitant, who anuounces his name
to be "Mcphostopheles" (soj the name is here
spelled), now bestirs himself actively in the
service of his new master, who resides in the
bouse lett him by his deceased uncle; arrangiug
that no domestic, shall be retained except one
Christopher Wagner, whom Faiist hail takpn
frem the idreetB as a roy of so bad a character
that no one else would employ him. Tne spirit
himself undertakes to be major-dom- o of' the
establishment. The cellars ot the Elector Pala-
tine and ot various bishops are laid under con-
tribution for wines of all kinds; ready-dresse- d

viands are transported lroni palatial kitchens;
while ample supplies for tbe wardrobe
are obtained by supernatural raids on
the. tailors and other tradesmen ot
the city. Living thus sumptuously, Faust,
we are told, soon becomes so tboroudily
sensualized that he no longer believes in either
God or Devil; though his skepticism as to the
latter appears certainly rather extraordinary,
considering who is in attendance upon hiiii.
Waking up suddenly to tbe disadvantage of his
richly-sprea- d table having yet no at the
head," he informs Mephistophcles that lie wishes
to marry. The latter, however, torbids the
banns not only painting very vividly the vari-
ous discomforts and inconveniences attendant
on the married state, but further reminding him
that, as he had promised to abjure all holy
things, marriage was of course included; auil
that it would be impossible lor him to serve two
masters, tbe Devil and a wile. The appeal
wiLds up with the very forcible argument,
that if Faust persists iu such a "design
the demons will "tear him into little pieces,"
The doctor, grown arrogant, replies that,
happen what will, he does intend to ad-
here to his plan. Upon this Mephistophcles
vanishes, and a violent blast tiings Faust upon
the floor, where ho lies in torture, unable to
move hand or foot. He cries vehemently to
Mephis'.opheles to come to his aid. The Devil
li.int-- i It appears instead, in terrible form, asking
mockingly in what mind he now is: whereupon
tbe humbled doctor confesses that he has broken
his compact aud craves forgiveness. In token
that it is granted, the Devil disappears, the
doctor's pains eease, and Mephisiophefes returns.
scotblnelv promising bim that, though he cannot
Buller him to have a wife, yet he will not object
to bring him, every day, if he should wish it,
some lresh beauty a prospect which entirely
reconciles Faustus to hts enforced celibacy.

.Pnot until every possible provision has been
made for his comiort and enjoyment, does Faut
seem to bethink himself of the main purpose lor
which he had in viced the spirit's aid; but he
now begins to put Meptiistopheles through a
course ot intcrrotratories, with a viewjto enlarge
his knowledge ol thincs mostly beyond mortal
ken. The hrst subject on which he claims en-
lightenment is the dominion of the Devil aud the
extent ot his power. A mediaeval and orthodox
description ol hell, in which there is a eood deal
of brimstone, is served up for bis information.
Further questioning draws lorth minuter details
of Its division into Gehenna, Erebus, Tartarus,
etc.. with an account ot its various rulers, the
spirit who incited Cain to murder, tin; one
who led Solomon into licentiousness, and
numerous others, including Lucifer, the king
8nd lord of them all. At the end ot each
conversation Faust, who has already begun
bitterly to repent his bargain, bemoans his
fate, in having put himself into the power of
these ruthless beings, whose whole occupation
is to mislead aud ruin men. At last he asks
if there will not be at last an end to hell, or
if there be no chance lett for himself to escape
it. He is told that it will certainly endure
forever, aud that he has sinned too deeply to
be t.aved: his informant further advising him
to ask aud think no more upon the subject,
since it can be no pleasant one to either of
them. It has, however, a fascination beyond
any other for Faust. The moment he Is alone
his mind reverts to it, aud bethinks earnestly
of trjing to revoke his fatal bond; but Mcpbls-tophel- es

raises the form of some fair woman
whenever he retires to reflect, and her blan-
dishments wi him from all serious thoueht,
while the demon himself flatly refuses to answer
uny more questions upon the subject.

The diseunsion of Infernal matters r thus
no lorger possible, Faust turns to other quar-
ters of the universe, and subjects his "Guide to
Knowledge" to inquiries as varied in Import as
those since propounded to haoless little ouos
by the renowned Manguall; tuouoru be 1s very
pioperly rebuked on descending to tbe triviality
of asking the cause of summer aud winter,
with the remark that a "doctor" ought to have
known so simple a matter. A question con-
cerning creation calls forth a reply throwing as
much discredit upon Genesis as a Zulu could
conceive or a Colenso utter: while the answers
to queries upon less recondite matters, such
as the elements, the planets, etc.. accord very
little with the theorios of modern science. The
inlormotion. nevertheless, proves of so much
practical value, that by Its aid Faust constructs
aUi.anacs which attained treat poDuhirity; for
tney combined predictions concerniug political

events with weather prnpneries, and, as we are
ftssnrcd, "all truly foretold."

The nether world ha still, however, a greater
attraction for Faust than aim lit anove; and
since he may no lonuer indulce in discourse
upon It, he induces Mepbistopheles to grant bim
a sight ot the iealm of oarkness. Transported
thither, either bodily or in a vision, lie. is shown
all that had been previously described. Ho then
desires a nearer Inspection ot the stars, an nt

of hi lourney to which is eivn iroiu an
autoprnph record of it sent at the time to his,
friend Dr. John Victory, at Lcipsic. In this nar-
rative he states thfit he reeheo a height whence
tbe earth appeared no greater than the dot of
an i; loundthe atmosphere very bright and hot;
the firmament solid as a wall, moving from
east to west, and taking sun, moon, and stars
in its course; while tbe sun was larger than
tnis whole world, indeed so large that he could
see no end to it. Not till things above and
below have been thus exhausted, docs
the daring explorer stoop to a desire to inspect
the world about him. At last, nowever, he sets
forth on a terrestrial tour, the record of which
embodies a short description of many famous
places, enlivened by details of adventures at the
court of Constantinople, where he assumes the
form of the prophet Mahomet.

With the commencement of the third part the
history takes quito a new torn. Tbe philoso-
pher suddenly becomes harlequin, the comic
capabilities of satanic power are brought into
view, and for a tune all is merriment and fun.
Faust, whose name has become renowned
through the marvellous cures he has wrought,
happening to arrive at Innspruck while Charles
V is staving there, the Emperor asks him, as a
proof of his skill In the black art, to procure
him an interview with Alexander the Great and
his queen; promising that no barm shall result
to him trom his compliance. Stipulating tor
strict silence, the sorcerer opens a door, and the
Macedonian comes forth clothed in armor;
while his royal partner, with a sovereign con-
tempt for the chronology of costume, apprars
in embroidered velvet." After bowing to the
emperor and empress, the phantoms vanish.
Another day the doctor, finding acettaiu knight
asleep, Axes a pair of stag's horns on his head,
whien he does tiot remove until the hapless vic-
tim has furnished much amusement to the em-
peror and all bis court. He next meets a wagon
ot hay, the driver of which bids him move aside
to let it pass. Faust replies that a man should
not yield place to hay, and that unless he him-
self moves aside, he will eat both the wagou
and its load. This he appears to do; but when
the ailrighted boor fetches the burgomaster to
the spot, his property is round intact. On
another occasion Faust exerts his devouring
powers on a waiter, whom he punishes for
itidcness by swallowing him whole, disgorging
him soon after unhurt. He provides more
nicely for others; seeing the Princess of
Atihalt in delicate health, and bearing
that her appetite might be tempted by some
grapes were it only autumn instead of mid-
winter, he puts a di-- h out ot window, nnd on
taking it in again in half an hour presents it to
her tilled with fine clusters: he explains that his
spirits had fetched them lrom the antipodes,
where it was theu summer. As a further return
for the prince's hospitality, be invites him and
his court to a banquet m a magnificent cattle,
improvised for the orcaeion in n neighboring
field; it rises during the night and disappears
the next day, its gardens blooming vith fairest
flowers and fruitage amid surrounding snow.

The doctor proved himself too, at times, a
very cflicient special constable, for we are told
that when some students ouce made a riot
before his house, he soon stopped toe strife by
suddenly blinding them, though, when led
home, their sight Was perfectly restored. Aud
ueaiu, when some noisy peasants at an inn
relustd to keep order, he tendered tbein speecn-le- s

until they left the house, when thesnell
nt once broke. Another time, being sent tor to
prestiibe for a sick man, he asss a peasant
for a seat in his empty wneon, and on his
rouyh retiipal makes the wheeis tly off nnd the
horses stand immovable: but w hen the odcndi r
humbly begs foroivenejs, the Joctor. with au
e.vnortanou to mm to sbow better manners to
strangers in future, sets all right again with a
word. However he might thus test 'pood-wil- l,

that he did not depend on any one for means of
locomotion is shown in the acjotmt or three
students applying to bim to gum theni a si'ht
of the Prince of Bavaria's weddinj. trending
his cloak on the ground, he bade them vtuml
upon it close to him, and all were then taken
up by the wind and deposited at the Bavarian
palace. He treats another party similarly ut
carnival time, providing tor them also m uy
other entertainments befitting the festive sea-
son, such as dishes spotit'ineously tilled with
ineut, men's heads changed tempoia'rily to usse.-- ',

etc.; and ou onegueet's expres.-in-g a very fervent
desiie to see Helen of Greece, he calls up the fair
phantom, to the fascination of all beholders
including, as it afterwards appears, the evoker
himself. But though thus generally intent only
ou imparting pleasure, Faust w3 not incapable
oi the leeling proverbially said to exist between
"two ol a trade;" for, encountering at one time
a party of conjurors, who amuse their audiences
by cutting oil and putting on again each other's
heath', their vitality being trauslerred to some
growing lilies while the decnnitation la-t- he,
kuowing their secret, cuts the flower-ste- while
their leader is lit)g headless, thus rendering
vain all their ellorts to restore him.

Being endowed with such mighty powers, it
seems not unreasonable that Faust, bu applying
to Mephistophcles for money, should be 'told
that he is quite nble to procure it for himself,
without troubling him. Thereupon he resorts
tovaiious expedients tor replenishing his ex-
chequer, at one time selling a horse of his owu
making; at another, taking to market some
swine, similarly produced, the animals ou each
occasion changing into wisps ot straw as soon
as (hey reach a stream, to the purchasers'
great dismay, although the seller had honestly
warned them that his beasts must ou no account
betaken near water. He also borrows from a
Jew a large sum on the security of his own leg,
duly severed nnd earned ofT: but the German
Shy lock, finding the care ot such a pledge
rather disagreeable, and thinking the owner
will never care to redeem what he could not
reunite, throws it Into the river; an oiler of set-
tling the account being made soon after, he has
not only to lorgive the debt, but to pay a large
additional sum in compensation tor tbe lost
pledge, while Faust, really unhurt, renews his
limb as readily as crabs reiiew theirs.

The only check Faust seems to have received
in iis downward career wa from au old man
at Wittenberg, who, setting his umid on con-
verting the sorcerer, very' ludicioiislyasks him
to diuuer, and when his guest's heart has been
opened bv his hospitality, seriously remon-
strates with him on the life he is leading, and
urges him to repent. Roused to reflection,
Faust almost resolves to do so; but his demon-attenda-

tells him that it is now too late;
that he must dismiss ihe ideu. or he will
be forthwith torn In pieces; and so in-
duces him, Instead, to sign a new bond
confirming the former contract. Faust's next
adventure ntter this damnatory act is of a
peculiarly kind and beneficent character. Hear-
ing at a young tioblemuu who has falleu so des-
perately in love with a beautiful eirl that her
indioerence has rendered him dangerously ill,
tnuit pays him a visit, aud presents him with a
magic ring, which, on his slipping it upon the
lud.v'8 huger duringa dance, causes her ardently
to return his passion. They are soon alter mar-ri-d

. the amiuble author ot their felicity being
an honored euest at the wedding. It was, per-..'i-

, 1 lellow.iceling" that made hiui thus
kind; for as the end of his earthly happiness

appioaches, he asks MophUopheles to bestowupon him permanently t)le phantom of the Gre-
cian. Helen, which he bad once raised to please
his visitor, lha wish being eratitied, lie

so enamored of his bride that he never
cares to quit her side-t- he bond being addition-ally strengthened by her bearing hlni a sou,
whom ho a, ways regards with the ten i rest
hprtnmfl,Ki,e 'l1101 detiued long to enjoy

fffinH i9 tnd of. Ll8 teru ! oV near. Tbe
& hMd.,,wtpftt of the story introduces us

i tha? mtkiuB hi8 wln- - wherein, know-n- g

his family would need no provision, h
r.hea h? PT em'a to his aervant Wagner.

JLlJif ."'Juuction to study diligently his mas- -

llbr,itt)1,WI)le 8 biography of him- -a
t .t.:. ;

( altending him in the form of an ape. But one

month now remains of the twenty-fou- r yi ars,
and the poor sorcerer, at the pros-
pect be'ore him, Killing the very sight of
his familiar, and can do nothing but weep and
mourn. Several chapters are devoted to a
transcript of bis lamentation-- , pathetic wita
the waitings of the lost soul's remorse. In bit-

ter contrast, the next chapter recounts the gibes
with which Triumphant Mephistopneles mocks
and taunts his prey not with the srandeiir of
a fallen angel, but ratber with the petty exul-
tation of a spitetul imp glorying 'n successful
mischief, vented tn fliimlng proverbs at h's vic-
tim as fluently as though "Poor Richard" had
been his dully study. In otic ring the Ironic
consolation that Faust will not bo alone in his
misery, v.e may notice that "all Jews and Turks '
are summari.y included among those who shall,
as a matter of course, be his companions in
torment.

At the beginning of the last week Faust Is
served with a regular citation from the demo-
niacal court, intimai ing that when the end comes
he will be "fetched" at tilght; whereupon, with
forced chc crfulness, he iuvites a party ol profes-
sors and Undents, hm most intimate friends, to
breakfast with hiin on tbe last day. Alter the
meal he requests them to remain with him until
the next morning, telling them bis whole
history, and announcing the catastrophe
which is impending. At the samo tune,
with a meek humility which might have
graced a saint about to ascend to glory,
he begs them to par Ion him If, even in jest, ne
ever in any way Injured them: and exhorts
them fervently to take warning by his terrible
doom, anil make God and salvation the hrst ob-
ject ot their lives. Greatly shocked at the e,

they lament that it was not mide
sooner, so Hint; tticy might have sought to save
him thiough the pru.iers aud clients of holy
men. He assures them any such attempts
would have been vain; and then,-wit- mutual
tears, they take an affectionate farewell he re-
tiring to bis bedroom, and they to theirs, to
await in sleepless anxiety the events ot the
nieht. Soon niter miduight a fearful tempest
shakes the house, a hissmg sound, as of myriad
snakes, is heard, then a stilled cry, and their
friend's voice is recognized, vainly shrieking lot
pity or for help. Isone dure to stir, and soon
nil again is hushed in utter silenci, while the
tremblers cower In terror ou their beds till the
litht of morning embolders them to repair to
the latai rocni. An awful spectacle awaits
them. The walls are sprinkled with blood,
only the dislodged eves of their friend and a
few ot his teeth are to be found: but after dili
gent search, the mangled corpse ot the unnappy
Faust is discovered, flung upon a dnnghill in
the yard.

Alter having these sad relics sewed un in
linen nnd bulled, the putty returned to Witen- -

berg, where, returning to mist's house, they
find Wsgner mourning for his master, and the
biography already written, all but the conclud
ing cnapter. whien is thereupon added at ouce
bv the.-- witnesses ot the events it records.
Helen and her son hud already vanishsd, and
from that hour were nevermore seen: but the
unquiet spirit of Faust hauuted continually the
liouso where he had lived; and though, hence-
forth, no one would risk a nearer encounter by
venturing to reside; in it, yet passers-b- y fre-
quently sew the spectre ot tiie sorcerer looking
out ut one or other ot the windows.

The history of Faust's sowing and reaniiig
being thus brought to au end, the book con
cludes with a pious wish that all its readers may
"avoid his tate and serve God alone, Niuce your
adversary the Devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about seeking whom he may devour.'" Its nietv.
however, seems not to have sufficed to protect
it. for it is said that botn the author and the pub
Usher were punished for their work, and the
books perhaps intentionally destroyed; which
would account lor their disappearance. But,
however this may have been, the history was so
well received by the public, that in the course
of the next year some students of Tubingen
threw it into rhyme, yet htill keeping very close
to the original. In the same jearthat Spies'
work was issued, "A Ballad of the Life and Death
of Dr. Faustus, ihe Great Conjuror," appeared
in London; in lfR9 tbe tale was printed in
French; and iu 1592 in Dutch. It was not till
16!9 that George Kudoll Widnian published at
Hamburg an coition which lias oiten been erro-
neously looked uoou as the hrst printed, those
Issued earlier having been almost entirely dis-
placed by i In this much more pretentious
version, wherein usually a longer and certainly
a duller chapter of "Ketlections" follows eacn
slioit chapter of the narrative, Widinan, who
professes to ground his work on au autograph
history of Faust, found iu the library of au old
phsiciun at Loipsic, speaks with some contempt
ot ti e simple original by Spies; which yet he
mainly follows, in snme parts even transcribing
trom it word lor word. It is he, however, who
first introduced the dog now as inseparable
from Faust as "Toby" from the venerable Punch

representing it to be a spirit named Prestigiar,
who, in canine form, sometimes takes the place
ot Mephistopheles in instructing the doctor or
fi.ltilliug his behests. He, too, tirst brings for-
ward in print tbe adventure ot riding u cask of
wine out of a vmtiier's cellar, an exploit the
memory of which has been pictorlnlly preserved
for upwards ot three centuries at the spot where
ii is said to have taken place, viz., at Aner-bneb- 's

cellar in Leipsie, where it is represented
in one of a pair of pictures on the wall, bearing
date 1525; a doggerel rhyme beneath asertiug
that this fact was "seen bv many a mother's
son." The other picture shows Faust drink-
ing with his friends, aud in each the dog ap-
pears.

In 1C04 was published Marlowe's tragedy iu
which the subject of Dr. Faustus is treated in
language oiten ot very great poetic beauty, but
with very little deviation lrom the original
story, except that the hero enters into his com-
pact prompted as much by licentious desires as
by a thirst tor knowledge, and that a good angel
is introduced attempting to dissuade him from
it, or to win him to repentance. Other addi-
tions and variations were made iu the course of
time, and at length a further Idea was intro-
duced, aud Faust was represented as attempt-
ing to outwit the fiend. One ot the later legends
sets forth his asking Mephistophetes to
paiut bim a picture of the Crucifixion; the
demon not daring to do so, Faust then tells
him that if his commands are not obeyed, the
coutract is at an end; when his cuuiiing foe,
seizing a brush, paints a Venus so exquisitely
that the fascinated doctor at once accepts it
instead of the subject he had demanded, aud
Sutan remains triumphant. The present writer
remembers having often, when a child, been
entertained by au old German with Faust
storicsj in which like attempts wen made, but
with ditlerent result, the mortal always comiug
oil victorious. Thus the contract having
stipulated that the Devil should do whatever
the doctor should bid him, the latter desires
him to fill a ceitalu bagto the brim with money,
having first slit the bottom and stretched it
over a chimney pot. The coins run through till
the house is neaily full, and the task, arduous
as it had appeared, seems nearly complete,
v.hen the doctor, unfastening the doors and
windows, opens lor the tide of wealth a chan-
nel into the street. Finding no end to his
labor, the demon confesses that he cannot
lultil his part of the boud, and therefore
cannot clnini fulfilment from the other party.
The result Is similar when Faust enjoins
biiu to twist a rope ot sea-san- along a part of
the coast just above low-wat- er mark, where,
though he actually does contrive to twine the
unlikely material, the waves, of course, destroy
the coil as soon as it is wrought. Whether o
much subtlety was at last trusirated, or a lumpy
(hnourmin' was substituted for the original dual
"fetch," either the narrator did not tell, or the
listener has forgotten. The latter is at least the
cai-- in tbe modern and now most wliely know n
ver.-io- n of the tale, for Goethe's choice of this
then e for his poem, published in 1818, gained it
henceforth an enduring place amoug classical
liierature. His Introduction of the character of
Margaret gave an entirely new turn to the
stoiy, the Interest aroused bv her soon diverting
attcLtion from the heretofore principal

but in his less known "Second Part," or
continuation of the poem, Faust resumes his
prominent position, goes through various ad-
ventures resembling some ot those narrated by
Spies, including au intrigue with Helen of
Greece, and is Anally redeemed aud taken to
beaten, where Marearet longingly awaits him.

Though received as a uarrative of actual facts
when they were first circulated, it bus soine--

timel been doub'cd in U'.er f'nys whether even
the hero ot ihe Faus--i Wends were indeed a real
peronnge yome have suegeted that ihe

lonks iingtt hav pronacautl lames in iiiai
l.ame, out of hatr d to tlie printer who had de-

stroyed their trade in MSS.; but. In laei. the
printer Fust, who is believed to have died of
the plaeue In 14iii, flourished halt a century
bclcre the time when, as there is ample proof, a
Dr. Johann Faust, who bore the reputation ot
being a great magician, really lived, his death
having occurred towards the end ot tne fifteenth
century. Mill the existence ot this pcr.-o-u being
proved does not suflice to establish his connec-
tion with the talcs told In his name; and one tier- -

man wiiter, T. Oorres, after sating that "taust
is rather a book than a rerson," asserts that
every nge has had its raust, adducing numerous
instances, ancient as well as mediieval. Thus
Zoroaster, Democntus, Einpedocles, and Apol-loiii-

were all reputed nrcerei s. the former
especially having, it is said, ruled over king by
means of magic, and been at last carried away
by evil spirits, ltobert (surnamed "the Devil"),
Duke ol Normandy, in the year 7(JH. changed
hmiself at will tno various shapes, and called
up the shade of Charlemagne, as Faust did that
ot Alexander. He repented afterwards of his
sorceries, and even passed three years iu
penance; yet at last was tnken off to the Infer-
nal regions. Pope Sylvester II niude a pact
with the Devil, and was finally "fetched," even
from the church where he had taken refuge.
Like tales have been told also ot Paul II and
other Popes. All. too, that has b.?en said of
Faust had been related ol others centuries
lie ere. Thus Albertus Magnus, in 1248, showed
his Iriends a blooming garden with nightingales
singing among the flowers, when all without
lay frozen in the snows of Christinas. An aerial
journey on a mantle is a common incident in the
stories ot the"Aiabinn Nights, "and had also been
related ot Simon Magus aud others; w hile a paral-
lel tor Faust's least' of supernatural voracity is
found in the tale of the Abbot Erloltus eating
all the provisions that could be furnished at an
inn, concluding with the hostess herself; who,
however, presently took her place again in the
kitchen, while tbe food was soon after disco
vered, apparently untouched. On these grounds
Dr. lv. Hosencranz, in his "History ot German
MediH'val Poetry," does not hesitate to charac
terize the "History ot Dr. Faustus" as merely

a coiiccuim oi iiiHii.y irauiuons, an turning on
the point ol a man making a pact with the Devil
in order to gain power over the spiritual aud
natural world."

Tbe number of places which have disputed
the credit ot havirg beeu the scene of Faust's
history, or, at least, of hi end, has no doubt
tended to throw discredit on tbe reality ol his
existence; lor, while the original story asserts
that his demh occurred at Bitnlich. a village
near Wittenberg, jet, at Manlbronn, a blood-
stained place is shown as the spot where it took
place, and at Coloene a window through which
the Devil is said to have flown away with
him. Another window at the castle of Waerden-ber-g

nibkes ihe same claim, some irremovable
bit od stains being pointed out as indisputable
proofs ol its justness; while similar marks at
Pratau, near Wittenberg, are held by the na-

tives to demonstrate that as having neen the
locality so distinguished. Yet, however con-
flicting may be the evidence as to the details of
Faust's Hie or death, there seems no reason to
doubt that a person ot that name did play some
such part as that described in the story. As the
"Conversations Lexicon" remarks, "some Cag-liost-

of the hlteenth or sixteenth century was
probably the germ out of w hich the tale of Dr.
Faustus grew." The earliest mention of the
name ot Faust as u magician occurs in a letter
tioin the Abbot Trilhemius to a mathematician
named Wirdung, in which the writer recounts
that, when travelling iu 1.500 (eiiihty years
beioie Spies' History was printed), he had come
to a place where a certain George Habellius,
whom he characterizes as an lmpotor more
fool than magician, had been performing
many wonders, and had lett behind him a
card on which he described himself as
"Geoigius Sabellius, Faustus Junior, necro-
mancer," etc. etc. The insertion of the word
"junior" shows evidently that even at this early
period the name of Faust was already weil
known in connection with magical associations.
Aguin, J. Gask, a Prote.-ta-nt theologian, in 1548
ullirmcd that he himself had dined with the
sorcerer Faust at Basle, and was entertained
with a banquet of strange birds, unknown to
him, and quite foreign there. He mentions,
too, his having a dog aud a horse, both ol which
were thought'to be demons, and that he had
been told that the dog appeared at times iu the
form of a servant, supplying lood to his master.
He concludes, "The wretched man came to a
fearful end, for ihe Devil strangled him; his
body would lie upon the bier on its lace, though
it had been turned five times." But tbe witness
who is considered to be the most credible ot
nil is Johann Memel or Manlius, a pupil of
Melancthon, who, in a collection bearing date
15G0, gives, as from the mouth of his master, an
acccuut of 1he famous magician Faust, as of
one with whom the latter had been personally
acquainted. He, too, asserts that he was found
one morning lying on his face, , having been
killed bv the Devil at midnight. A portrait of
him is also extant, marked with the words, "Het
portrait van Doctor Faustus," and which repre-
sents him with a face almost boyish in its
plumpness, with high rounoed forehead, far
backon which appears a crop of short, slightly
curled, imparted hair: the eye-brow- s are arched
aud well defined, the nose thick, the chin large,
and adorned with a little "imperial" tult just
under the lower lip, while tbe upper displays a
smooth, neatly curved moustache. The figure
is simply attired in a round cloak, with a gath-
ered trill-lik- e collar.

A story which once excited such universal
ir.tereot, and was read or listened to in almost
every German household, from the baron's
castle to the boor's hut, may still be of some
value in furnishing some conclusions as to the
state of the people In the age wherein it found
such acceptance. Originating, as it did, iu
Germany, it is no mean testimony to Teutonic
purity that the original tale is strictly modest.
We are told, indeed, that Faust "led a sensual
lite," but it is only in the most general terms
that this is indicated; no scenes of vice are de-

picted, no licentious language indulged,
scarcely a word occurring throughout the work
which the demureBt would shriuk lrom; for
even where a coarse expression ii characteris-
tically put into the mouth of a boor, it is still
rather rudenei-- than immorality. Wldman's
version, notwithstanding the superior assump-
tions indicated by its prolix "reflections."
merits less praise on this score, yet even this
mieht well stand comparison, as regards refine-
ment, with much that is to be found in contem-porai- v

English literature. Nor does tne narra-
tive pander to depraved taste, by tracing a
course of crime of any kind; indeed, meny a
hero who Is left "married and happy" at the
end ot a modern novel's third volume, has led
the readers ot his career thiough much more of
sin and shame than does this poor
Faust. Had it been received merely as au
entertaining fiction, these considerations might
have sullieed to place it beyond censure, while
ltmiuht have claimed, too. the further recom-
mendation of interweaving with what was
purely imaginative some information as ro the
tacts ascertained or the theories then prevalent
in respect to gi ography, astronomy, etc., thus
at least cnlurging the conceptions and stimu-
lating the healthy curiosity of its readers.
When, how ever, we regard its claim to be a nar-

ration of facts and an exponent ot spiritual
truths challenging devout belie', we can hardly
conclude that its influence could have been very
wholefcoire. That ancient error wb-c- for so
many veins has been an obstacle to human pro-

gress, viz. : that to b lpnorantM the only con-

dition ot being innocent, and that knowledge
is so nearly nl lied to evil that any inteusity of
dcire for it must be dreaded as a dangerous im-

pure lies at the foundation ut the stury. blnce
aspirations after a deeper insight Into nature
could carcely have been so common as to iuvite
universal warning that they were 1 kdy to im-

peril the soul, it seems like lv that the real lee ing
d thoe who circulated such stories must have

been a desire, prompted by mingled jealousy
and fear, to deter the multitude from any

to what was represented as no danger-on-,
and not only to throw sjsplclon upon

superior knowledge wherever It existed, b'n to
ret res in the unlntormed the first rising of any
def ire for enlightenment. The example cuoseu,
tLcreiore, to instruct uifctmud as to the surest

road to ruin is that of a man whoso
desire is, tn fact, a thirst to know i
ot tne works ot ln Creator; for the mutive
signed lor Fnust's entering into thi leri
compact is neither ambition nor revenge, t

lice, feii'iialiiy, or any oilier corrupt pin-bu- t

is strictly defined to have been nothing
than a thirst for knowledge knowledge ol
secrets ot nntnre. His demand for physical
joynients, ns soon as he earned the ;ow
coiiimaiiit them, seems lather an altc'tliou
( ii thecomtneicial pnncipleof making all In
by Ins bargain ; while bi subsequent sensm
Is the result ots'-pi-.vat- direct tetnnta'ion ass
ously set belore him by the evil bung in wi
power he has placed himself. Even t

his errors are comparatively venial,
he Is never described us seducing inuo em
only the later legends furnishing even
faintest type ot Gn the's Margaret. Nor
with the power of hell at his command, ai
fiend alwavt beside him, is he ever tnd
Ing In haired, malice, or uncharitable
towards hl fel.ow-cre- at tires, except in the
instance of his preventing the resuscitatin
me oechpitated coniuior, whien has the ev
of being a sort of trial of strength with a n
with this exception, the mischievous prank
occasionally idavs never do any serious in
to their objects, and seem rather ebullitioifi
fun than promptings of while I
continually find him exeiting his extraordiil
endowments to atlord pleasure or honeiit
others. That all this was ol no avail Imi
certain tendency to throw contempt ou
rnliiy. ,

'

Faust is throughout the story mi objdic
anything but detestation. We can but adn
the skilful doctor, the kindly genial compam
and the loving husband mid father, though
of a shadowy bride and child; while our deeil
pity is moved by the helpless victim of as'n,
error, bitterly repenting a sin which, after
had been prompted by actually laud;
motives, yet sighing in vain for heavenly I

or paruon. uis nnai doom is tnereiore in
highest degree unsatisfactory: esneciallv as
find that, while the powers of hell are ever
the nlert to preclude anv withdrawal from
pact of which he almost immediately begin'
repent, no corresponding etlort is made by
power ol heaven to atlord him a chain
escape; all supernatural interference twith
one slieht exception ot Ins blood flowing i

the form. of words of warning) being thus
sTiicteo to internal agents, as though, the 1)
were the only spiritual being who was activr
the world, and God a mere passive spectn!
irom niar ot tw creatures' vain struggles
their nnahty nnd crafty and ieleniless to
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